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The Fierce Green Fire 
A Newsletter of the Wofford College Environmental Studies Program 
Volume 2, Issue 8 
“Voice of the Rivers” presentation by Dr. Windy Gordon    
     On Thursday, October 20th, Dr. 
Windy Gordon (Wofford ’77, 
Psychology) returned to campus to 
share the story of an incredible journey 
with John Lane’s Humanities 101 and 
Kaye Savage’s Environmental Science 
classes.  In 1997, Gordon, together 
with 7 students from Brevard College 
and one other leader, spent the fall 
semester on a kayak expedition.  Over 
the course of 104 days they paddled 
the 1882 miles from the headwaters of 
the French Broad River all the way to 
the Gulf of Mexico. 
     Each morning before setting out for 
the day the students presented 
educational programs about water 
quality at local schools and other 
venues, reaching over 6000 people; at 
night they would do homework for the 
full load of courses that they were 
taking.  With a variety of majors, 
students worked on independent study 
projects relating the river experience to 
their particular interests, along with 
the environmentally oriented courses 
that framed the experience. 
     Dr. Gordon presented a video and 
told some stories about the trip.  He 
was moved to tears at the confluence 
of the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers, 
thinking about how much of the 
country is represented by the waters 
coming together at that point.  He also 
shared one of the key lessons learned 
by a student with a strong fear of 
alligators: “We can’t just save the parts 
of the planet that we like!”  The 
experience was clearly transformative 
for the participants, as they became 
“The Voice of the Rivers.” 
     Presently, Dr. Gordon is on the 
Psychology faculty at Western 
Carolina University where he studies 
how natural environments affect one’s 
ability to focus and process 
information.  He plans to lead another 
long kayak trip from Oregon to 
Missouri, in upcoming years.              
 
 
Dr. Gordon talks to a group 
of students in Glendale. 
Spartanburg Water 
hosts 2nd annual 
Pumpkin Pedal 
Halloween Bicycle 
Ride 
Saturday, October 29th 
9:00am-4:00pm 
Cost: $35 
Ride starts at 1925 Sandy Ford 
Road off of Hwy 221 in 
Chesnee.   
The recreational ride will 
take cyclists on two scenic 
routes of 32 and 67 miles 
through Spartanburg 
Waters lakes and 
surrounding watershed.  
All proceeds go to the 
United Way. 
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Upcoming Events and Opportunities 
GRAD SCHOOL PROFILE: 
Ecosa Institute – Masters & Semester Programs in Sustainable Design 
 
     Ecosa Institute in Prescott, Arizona offers a 
Masters of Regenerative Ecological Design (RE-
Design).  This non-accredited, two-year program is 
a break from the traditional design schools that offer 
the traditional design education.  Their mission is 
“to restore health to the natural environment, and 
thus the human environment, through education in 
design.   
     Students with design or non-design based 
undergraduate degrees are encouraged to apply.  
“Students who participate in our program are 
pioneers searching for significant learning and novel 
ways of thinking.” This is a hands-on program that 
tackles real world issues and students produce 
sustainable design work in real life settings. 
     Ecosa Institute also offers sustainable design 
semester programs that may count as accredited, 
undergraduate semester hours.   
     If you are interested in learning more about these 
sustainable design programs, see the posted 
information on the ENVS bulletin board or visit 
www.ecosa.org. 
November 11th Natural Science Seminar Series: USC Upstate will host this series at 5:00pm in Tukey 
Theater.  Tonight’s topic is Responses of Australian Freshwater Turtles to Drought and 
Urbanization by UNC Pembroke professor, Dr. John Roe. 
Black Science Annex Courtyard: Your help is needed in the courtyard of the 
Environmental Studies Department.  Please come by any time and pull some weeds 
in the garden (especially the brick patio).  Thanks! 
  
Each Saturday in 
October  
Hub City Farmer’s Market: Each Saturday, 8:00am-noon, located at the Magnolia 
Street Train Depot (just 2 blocks from campus).  Shop for locally grown, seasonal 
fruits and vegetables, and much more.  Visit www.hubcityfm.org. 
 
  
 Ongoing 
October 31st Deadline for South Carolina Wildlife Federation Scholarships:  Two South 
Carolina students studying environmental education in South Carolina schools of 
higher education will each be awarded a $500 scholarship in December 2011.  
Contact Dr. Savage if you are interested in applying for this educational grant. 
November 12th Wild & Scenic Film Festival:  Presented by Upstate Forever and Chapman Cultural 
Center to raise awareness of environmental issues and the importance of clean air 
and water in the upstate. Doors open at 12:00pm with door prizes and gear 
giveaways.  Ticket price: $10, available at Upstate Forever, 327-0090, or David W. 
Reid Theater lobby the day of the event. 
November 14th “Some We Love, Some We Hate, Some We Eat”:  3:00pm-5:00pm in AAAS.  Speaker 
Hal Herzog, Professor of Psychology at Western Carolina University, will talk about 
his book, which is a perspective on our complex relationship with other species.  
Following this talk, Herzog will be at the Hub City Bookshop to give a brief talk and 
book signing.  This event is co-sponsored by Philosophy and ENVS. 
